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Finnish Film Affair top awards go to The Twin and The Mission 
 
Finland’s biggest film industry event, Helsinki International Film Festival’s Finnish Film Affair, showcased nearly 50 
Finnish films and a selection of exciting Nordic debuts in its programme this 23-25 September. Organised both in the heart 
of Helsinki and online, the 9th edition of the event pulled together a total of 400 film industry professionals from 27 
different countries, and organised over 100 industry meetings.   
 
The Twin, produced by Don Films, has won this year’s Best Fiction Award at Finnish Film Affair. 
Currently in production, the Nordic horror details the eerie story of a deceased twin who won’t leave 
the family alone. The project is the sixth feature film by director and co-writer Taneli Mustonen, 
whose previous works include Lake Bodom (2016), and is produced and co-written by Aleksi 
Hyvärinen. Both were on-scene to pitch the film. 
 
“This elevated horror piece speaks to a bigger thematic with its exploration of grief, giving a unique 
twist to the genre. The Twin is a stand out in terms of global potential, and a film that would travel well 
across different platforms. The striking clip effectively conveyed the film’s atmosphere,” notes the jury, 
consisting of Sarah Lutton (BFI London Film Festival), Sophie Green (Bankside Films) and 
Vassilis Economou (Cineuropa). 
 
This year the Finnish Film Affair presents a new honour, the The Best Documentary Award, which was 
awarded to The Mission, produced by Danish Bear Productions. Currently in production, the film details 
the intimate coming of age story of young Mormon missionaries. The project is the first feature length 
documentary by Tania Moilanen, who pitched the project alongside producer Isabella Karhu.The 
documentary jury members were Sergio Fant (Berlinale), Liselot Verbrugge (Deckert Distribution) 
and Nick Cunningham (Business Doc Europe). 
 
“With the USA continuing to close its borders, The Mission portrays an intimate attempt to retain a 
dialogue with the outside world, even if that dialogue is undertaken by evangelising Mormons within an 
ostensibly secular Finland. Director Tania Moilanen brings a fresh energy to the table, and we are 
excited to see what's to come,” the jury notes. 
 
Sponsored by the Finnish Film Foundation and AVEK respectively, the awards for Best Fiction and 
Documentary Project are 3000€ each towards the films’ international marketing. 
 
The inclusion of Nordic projects in the event’s showcase proved to be successful amongst the 
international guests, with Danish psychological thriller Superposition by Karoline Lyngbye and Frida 
Kempff’s Knocking (Sweden) being amongst the event’s most sought-after projects. 
  
For more information: Maria Pirkkalainen, Head of Finnish Film Affair & Nordic Flair 
maria@hiff.fi, +358505448763, https://www.finnishfilmaffair.fi 
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List of all projects at Finnish Film Affair’s showcase 
 
Works in Development (fiction) 
Bear Park (dir. Leena Jääskeläinen & Kaisa Penttilä), Pyjama Films 
Helsinki Poets (dir. Juha Fiilin), Silva Mysterium 
Lapland War (dir. Aku Louhimies), Backmann & Hoderoff 
Malcolm Rocks (dir. Kari Juusonen), MRP Matila Röhr Productions 
Memento Mori (dir. Pekka Hara), TBA 
Never Enough White Roses (dir. Miika Soini), Butterworks, Roy Andersson Filmproduktion AB 
Snot & Splash And The Mystery Of Disappearing Holes (dir. Teemu Nikki), It’s Alive Films 
The Squirrel (dir. Markus Lehmusruusu), Citizen Jane Productions 
#Lapland (dir. TBD), Topline Media 
  
Works in Progress (fiction) 
70 is Just a Number (dir. Johanna Vuoksenmaa), Dionysos Films 
A Blind Man Who Did Not Want to See Titanic (dir. Teemu Nikki), It’s Alive Films 
A Girl's Room (dir. Aino Suni), Made, Adastra Films, Oma Inge Film 
Sihja (dir. Marja Pyykkö), Tuffi Films, Windmill Film, Den Siste Skilling 
Stand Up (working title), (dir. Reetta Aalto), Zodiak Finland 
The Twin (dir. Taneli Mustonen), Don Films 
  
Nordic Selection (fiction projects by 1st or 2nd feature directors) 
Knocking (dir. Frida Kempff), Läsk 
Ninjababy (dir. Yngvild Sve Flikke), Motlys As 
Quake (dir. Tinna Hrafnsdóttir), Ursus Parvus 
Superposition (dir. Karoline Lyngbye), Beo Starling 
  
Docs in Progress & Development: 
The Black Gold (dir. Petteri Saario), Citizen Jane Productions 
Eatnameamet - Our Silent Struggle (dir. Suvi West), Vaski Filmi 
Guardians of Creation (dir. Iiris Härmä), Guerilla Films 
The Last of the Seagulls (dir. Tonislav Hristov), Making Movies 
The Mission (dir. Tania Moilanen), Danish Bear Productions 
Snowball Effect (dir. Pauliina Punkki), Ida Productions 
The Trans Syrian Express (dir. Alina Rudnitskaya), Illume, 317-Films, Arkana Studio 
We Are Animals (dir. Saila Kivelä & Vesa Kuosmanen), Tuffi Films 
  
 


